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MANIFESTO 1SSUED

Senator Tillman Gives Views

HE TAKES UP STATE POLIFICS

—_———

South Carolina Sexator Issmes an
Open Adderss to the People of His
State, in Which He Discusses the
Dispensary System and the Status
of the Degtocratic Party—Points
Out the Fallacy of Prohibition
Which Does Not Phohibit, and
Sounds a Warning Against Another
State Political Ring.

e ——

_ Columbia, Special—~The long-prom-
1sed manifesto of Senator Tillman on
the dispensary was made public here
Saturday afterncon. It 1s the first
broadside of the State campaign now
about to open and will be read with
great interest -throughout the State.
The letter was likely scheduled to
come ount first ahead of the State
Demoeratie eonveniion.

The letter follows:

Fellow Citizens: Tt is only from a
seuse of the highest public duty that
I feel cailed upon to address you at
this time. Burdened as I am with
national concerns, wothing but obli-

~ gstions to the people induce me to

take upon my shoulders the addition-
al work of directing your attention
to matters affecting the State alone.
But 1 have never felt or beleived it to
“be the wish and intention of the peo-
.ple of South Carelina that my elec-
tion to the Senaie should cause me to
lose 2ll interest and eencern about
hom= affairs. T was a citizen and ¢ax-
payer before 1 ever held any office at
al® and I will be a eitizen and tax-
payer after I shall cease to hold
office. Therefore, it is unnatural and
improper from my point of view for
me to fake no intevest. aud have no
thoughts about what is going on in
South Carolina.

I have received a great deal-of ad-
viee recentlv from the newspapers
of our State to the effeet that T
should atteud to my duties in Wash-
ington and leave others' to diseuss
and diveet affairs at home. The com-
mon trend of all of thig adviee iz that
I shov?d diseuss nctional uestions
In the coming State ecampaign, be re-
elected to the Senate, with or without
opposition, and not siir up strife. I
am warned and threatened should I
not heed this counsel, but in spite of
it all I feel compelled to speak to the
people with my usual! frankness aund
bluntness and let them determine the

- whole guestion. I have never sought

to dictate to the people, I have only

* told ¢hem the truth as I sec it, given

Yy opinions for what they. were
worth, and I am rlwavs willing to
sbide by their action whatever that
may be, It is so in this instanee, It
gives me no concern that wy refurn
to Searie may bs jeopardized, There
are things more 10 be dreaded than
the loss of a seat in the Senate, and
is the loss of my ovu seif-respect. I
have been trusted by ihe people of
South Caroling far beyond my de-
serts, have been chos€n as their lead-
‘er and heen foliowed loyaliy. Now if
after sixteen years I should from
selfish motives betrav ibeir confidenee
and allow ambition to draw me aside
from the path of dutv. ] wnld deserve
and expect to receive their contempt
aud punishment at the polls. 1, there-
fore, scorn all suggesrtions of edward-
Iy ‘non-mterference in Siate affairs.
The people kaow me too weil to be
fooled by the assertion that it is my
desire {o boss or dictate for my sole
purpose is to give them the benefit of
my experienee and kuewledge and of-
fer such adviee as in my judgment
will be eondnecive to the publie wel-
fare. Then 1 will alfide cheerfully
by whatever eounclusion they may
reach. ‘‘Teach the people and trust
the peopie’’ was Jefferson’s motto:
teach the people and trust the people
18 equally my motto and that is all
I shall atfempt 1o do at this time.
Sixteen vears ago tiere was a revo-
luton in Souih Carolina which gave
the esmmon people of the State for

" the first time in its history that recog-

nition which was their due and made
them in reality the masters of our
public affairs. The old ring was over-
thrown: the primary system which
gave every man. however poor and
humble. aa equal vote with every oth-
er man, however vieh and high: fol-
lowed: the new State coustitution
gave us temporary immunii) from ue-
gro domination: the utmosi {reedom
of diseussion in all political “activi-
ties was assured : and under these new
impuises the State was bounded for-
ward like a race borsé along ail pro-
gressive lines. There are pot wanting
however, indications that sinisier in-
fluenees are at work and that a few
men arve seeking to obtain practical
control of the State government and
io domiuate in our affairs. The eor-
porations have noi regained the sway
whieh they onee held, but are gradu-
ally getting more and more influence
and direetion in ovv polities. There
are evidenecz of more than ‘‘ineipi-
ent rottenness™” in the State and if
the schemes of certain men are not
thwarted in the coming primary elee-
tion, it will be only a short time be-
fore another ‘‘State ring’’ will have
full sway in our affairs with its head-
ymaviers in The State r|¢'.‘\“-‘;_[_-ilpt_‘}:5-ﬂ)

fice at Columbia.

There ave several things in connee-
tion with our State government that
T will disenss in the voming carapaign,
but in thizs address I shall treat of
only two of the things the people of
the State shownid variesuy conside:
now and ¥ake Immediate action about.

Qe s the settlement of the whis-
kev question and the othier is the eon-
trol of the Demoeratic party of the
State by a majority of all of the
Democrate tathier than hy a swmall
fraetion of the voters. The two ideas
are interlocked and cannot be separ-
ated and, therefore, I shall treat
them together. '

At this time by cleetions held un-
der the Brice arct fifteen counties in
the State are enjoving the blessings
of prostibitien. (Two have always
been dry:) No vwhiskey éan be law-
tully sold within their borders. But
any ecitizen liting in those eounties
has only to keep his eyes open and
look around him to see whai the re-
sults have been. First let every man
who reads a newspaper printed in
those counties search its volumns and
see advertseméntz of whiskey houses
outside of ihe State; then let him
go o the express offices along the
lines of the railroads and see how
much liguor is heing daily Hyought in-
to those 17 cvunties. Then let {his
citizen foilow: up this liquor and find
out who drinks it, but before doing
that twn to the editorial pages of
‘these newspapers aund see the eonstaut
allusions to the ‘‘blessings of prohi-
bition,”” “‘quietude;’’ **{reedom from
drunkenness,”’ ‘‘peace and good or-
der'’ that are procaimed. Of course
there are exceptions to this bright
and beautiful pieture as shown in the
news items about the recent murder
in Greenville followed by a similar
seenrrenee in Columbia, butl upon the
whole a man woull be very ueh edi-
fied 1o know how much money flows
into the coffers of these journals from
whiskey advertisements, while the
same papers are exploiiing prohibi-
tion and sobriety.

A hittle calm consideration without

bias or prejudice will goon convinee a
man of ordinary seuve that the whis-
key traffie now as cowmparved with the
whiskey traffic under the dispensary
is something like this: liquor used to
be sold by the pint and quart mainly
through the dispensaries: it is now
sold throngh the express offices by the
zallon and keg, while the retailing is
done by the drink almost everywhere
as in the good old barrovm days. The
moonshiners are of course getting in
their work unmolested. There may
be less drunkenness, though I doubt
it, under the present regime than
there was under the dispensary, but
what is the actval condiiion? The
poor man eannot get his liguor from
Georgia or North Carolina, but must
buy from. the- fellow who hrings it
in by express or from the moonshiner
who peddles it about the ecountry.
The rich man has no such trouble
and it makes little difference to him
whether the supply comes from the
dispensary or express ofiice. How
was this situation brought about? Is
it by the whole Demoeratic party?
04, no, Did it come to pass by the
votes of the prohibitionists?  No.
How then? The three ciements op-
posing the dispensary, prohibitionists,
high license men and moonshiners or
blind tigers., all combined to vote the
dispensary out. To make this the
more clear I have preparved a tabie
which will be understood at a glance
by any man who reads it -and which
will show conclusively this fact: that
a majority vf the Demoecratic voters
in 1o one county deelared agaiust the
dispensary system and that this pro-
hibition which we now have iu tlhese
tifteen eounties iz iu no sense ihe will
oi the Demoeraey. Why dide’t the
people vote at these cleetions under
the Brice Law? The answer is easy.
Many of thew could not becanse they
were not qualitied eiectors aud more
of them would not hecause they were
disgusted by the wismanagement and
corruption whieh have been shown to
cxist in the State dispensary and in
some of the eounty dispensaries.
{Here follows a table giving the
vote in the special dispensary elec-
tions under the Briee bill, showing
that less than one-half of the people
voted, while only one-fourth of them
were in favor of no dispensary. A
second table gives the dispensaries,
for the tiscal year ending Novewber
30, 1900.)
This sum represeuts profits alone.
A great deal more than this is being
sent out of the State to pay for liguor
now eoming in by express. We have
all of the evils of liquor drinking and
noue of the benefits, bui ii’ the people
ave satistied, that is their business.

Having studied these two tables, I
desive to dirvect attention to these
points: the elections under the Briee
act and under which the people are
pow living bave in ne sense settied
the question in those counties. Un-
less our people have lost all eapacity
for self-covernment aund are no lon-
ger able to think and act for them-
selves, they will see to it ihat strong.
honest, reliable men are nominated in
each county for the Legislature and
that each candidate that does not
pledge himself to earry out the will of

to whiskey shall be defeated. The
blind tigers, the barroom element and
prohibitionists will doubiless all com-
hine and support anti-dispensary can-
didates 2z they have hitherto done,
for they will havdly put up candi-
dates pledged to their several policies.

the wajority of the people in regard ;
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he field aud the enly eomplivation
‘tkely Lo z2use broable is the ditision
wong the dispensaiy ddvofuies of
those who @ant éach tounty 10 buy
lguor for itself and those who think
t ean be uore cheaply and Lonestly
lone through the State dispensary.
There is therefory dapeer 6f che dis-
pensary forees being divided into two
Factions aud of the advoedtes of the
county dispensary system  aligning
themselves with the other ihree ecle-
wents.

Let us cousider for a vioment the
relative advaniages and  disadvant-
azes of vonuty dispensivies and State
dispensary: | doclars most efuphati-
cally my belizf thdt by proper changes
in the law along ihe lides suggested
in the Rayior-Manding hill that all
possibility of stealing and bribery i
the parehase of whiskey for the State
gan he prevented and it stands 1
reason that ii' the lignov is purchazed
at wiholesale by one hoard, shipped by
ihe cav load. and bottled at one es
tablishment that there will be o great
saving 1t the expense.  The eounty
dispensaries would have no facilitie:
for handiing the whisk:v but leaving
all of this viiv of ronsideration, the
one cruridl test of the relative merits
of the tWo systems, State dispensary
or eounty dispensaries, is simply this:
if we cannot by law so hedge about
and eontrol one State board as o pre-
veut stealing, how in the name of
common sense will we bhe able to
watelh and prevent {hwiv or forty
hoards from doing it? Because the
retiring Siate board aud its predeces-
sors has engaged iu «uestionable
practices and was guilty of such gross
mismanagement aud malfeasance in
office is no argument {o show that
the law, eannot be changed so as to de-
stroy all opportusity fot sueh prac-
tices. Nu law will exeenie itsell’ and
when those charged with the execa-
tion of the Jaw fail utterly and there
is negleet from the hohest to the low-
est, it Yollows ar a n:atter of course,
that it is the duty of the people to
elect men who will not flinch or neg-
lect ther gworn duties.

It is therefore obvious that the peo-
ple must look morve to the integrity,
honesty, truthfulness of the candi-
dates who ask for their votes thaun to
the mere eapaciiy to speak glibly, and
the plausible address of the oily poli-
tician. The people shonld bid fence
straddlers {o get to the rear: they
should demand outspoken: declara-
tions of poliey and uo man who rail-
ed of his duly iu the past should be
agzain entrusted with offiee. Look at
the present disgraceful and outrgecus
condition, in Colvwbia, The old
board of directors of the State ‘dis-
pensary has loaded down the State
with about £700,000 worth of liguor
bought on eredit in open aud direet
violation of the law. Why are nof
these men arrested for malfeasance in
office? Why were they not removed
last summer when the evidences ot
gross incompetency any mismanace-
ment were first made public? Why
did the Legisiature ever clect such
men? Why i the face of absolute
preof in the leifing of glass contracts
and iu the purchase of labels, to ray
nothing of the purehase of whiskey
that they were guilty of gross mis-
conduet, why I say did the Legisla-
ture refuse to change the law when
the House found that the Senate
would not consent to the abolition of
the State dispensary? It was be-
cause of the influence of The State
newspapez.

There is every reason to believe the
House ztood out to the last aad re-
fnsed absolutely to amend or alter
the law in any particular in the hope
and iniention lo have the State dis-
pensary so fur disgraced before the
people that ji the coming election it
wonld be destroyed.  Did thwese Jeg-
1zlators diseuss the question of abol-
isbing the Swate dispensary  when
they were running for cfiice in 19042
Did they have any authority from
the people to abolish the State dis-
pensary becanse of the mismanage-
ment of the men the Legislature itself
had elected? Was not the failure of
the House to aceept any measure of
reform in order to preveut frand and
peenlation in the fature due entirely
to the inflnences-of the new Colnmbia
ring? Was it not elearly shown that
the primary object was to destroy the
State dispensary and thns pave the
way for licensing the sale of liquor
in those counties which wanted it,
even providing for the wholesale lie-
ense in Charleston with the purpose
of having Charlesion sell (o the coun-
ty dispevsaries instead of having the
State dispensary supply the necessary
stock? Was there net a bargain he-
tween the prohibitionists and the old
harroom or high liecuse element, and
is there any man in the State =o
brazen as to stand up and call this
honest politics? Can the men who,
with their cves opened to corruption,
refused point blank to reform the
State dispensary, have the impudence
{o ask the people to trust them again?

Fellow citizens. we need some hon-
est politics in South Carolina; we
need some straight-forward plain
speaking: we need aggeressive and
honest action by the masses to pro-
tect themgelves. Tlhe people have
been asleep. They have been Inlled
into inaction by the honeyved words of
adroit politicians and it is time for
them to awake.” Eternal vigilance is
the price of liberty.

Look at the present situation also.
A new board is elected to manage the
State dispensary nnder the old law.
That old law was fatally defeetive in
some partienlars, but it has not been

Tt e iharafare the dispenaavy arainst
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with regard te eompetition & hidding
for the right ia supply the Stais dis-
persaty with iwhiskey sud i other
important particnlars;  The wew
board eoines iuto office itnding ag bu-
mense stock of Hauor bonght on ered-
it and practically all of it bought
contrary in liw: The Legislature
oave to the iivestigation Foimnittee
full control and aathority 1 vegard
to auditing upon these acceonufs. The
new board then is suhject to the -
vestigaling eommittee and the sitna-
tion seems to be this: The authority
of managing and diveeting il af-
fairs of the dispensary is now divid-
ed. the vev board of divectors hav-
ing some of it and the mvesiigating
committee the balanee.  There
somethiig like  $600.000  wurth  of
debts hanging over the Sate dispen-
sary.

is

Ualess this liquor bought on
eredit was bought aecording to law
is there any obligations anywhere to
keep it and pay for it? Is there not
plenty of opportuutiy for move graft
and Fe('l;t_.-t frapsaetions in rezard {o
the seftlement of these aeeonnts?
Will vot the legisldiive eomimttee be
suspected of L-le'ijt_t]niif.n1 i1t does not
cel in the middle of the road and
stay there:.that is stand by the law,
oheyv it itself and vequice all others
to do s0? Why so much delay?

1 meution this thus early in order
{o diveet the attention. of those most
interested to this cendition in  the
hope that the Stale's vights and -
terests yay be protected by all these
now in eharge; #nd lo serve notiee
that so far as 1 am coneerned | ex-
pect to spare no man in eriticism
whose actions in this erisis =hail not
bear the elosest sevutiny. and i there
is continued neglizence and no atemnt
to punish those responsible for this
anomalous and extraordinary stafe of
affairs, it will certainly show that the
people need to be aroused and an-
other revolution 18 in order. I can-
not lead it as a cadidate for a State
oflice, because it is uot hmmodest in
me to ¢ay that I believe I can be of
areater use to the people of the State
in the Seuate, but if I minunderstand
the temper of the people and they
shall resent my efforis to open their
eves and point ont these glaring
evils; I am' perfeetly willing to abide
theiv wishes and will gladly retive
fo private life rather than to remain
silent aghinsi the prowptings ol my
sense of duty.

There 1is. one wviber tuatier upon
which 1 bee to warn the people. There
ave ,evidenees in plenty to show that
the same elique or ring whieh is fight-
ing the dispensary and which has al-
ways fought me intends or hopes to
bring about a c¢hange in our primary
regelaiions so as io  prevent any
Demoerat from veting in the primir-
ies who is nol at the same time a
qualiicd voler. They hope to use
the club which has proved to effve-
tive in the Brice Law, that of con-
fining the eclection to quzlitied electors
to obtain eontro) of the Democratie
party to vesume their sway, undie-
puted until 1890. I warn the farmers
and all other Demoerats, especially
operatives who are busily engaged
aud have little {ime to devote to poli-
ties to attend the next weeting of the
Democratie Clubs the fourth Saturs
day in April (28th) and get their
names on the rolls and send delegates
in the next connty conventions who
wiii-represent them. The allies and
directors of the new Columbia ring
will be on the alert and carry all and,
unless the people tuke more interest
than they did in the Brice law elec-
tione. the next Siate couvention will
e conrtolled by this element and the
wegsibilifies are that the regulations
of the Democratic primary will be
changed to suit their purposes. The
Allianee men of 1899 need not he re-
minded of the old aneedote of the
politician who told the farmers to
“plow on,”” he would attend to their
publie affairs. Let all of the people
{ake an interest in polities this year
whieh is their duty in order to pro-
tect themselves against the sehemes
of these tricksters and all will be
well.

1 have felt it my duty to give this
waruing and whatever the resuit I
wiil Bow to poprlar will without wur-
mar. If the people want prohibition
either the actual article ov the hum-
bug which we now have, I do not ob-
jeet: if they want county dispensaries
instead of State dispensary, I do not
object: what T do objeet to is that
they shall negleet to inform them-
selves aund be led by the nose by de-
signing men. When the Demoeratic
party has spoken autboratively, T will
Low {o the will of the majority. bur
let it be all of the Democratie party
and not a small faciion which claims
to vepreseut our hest people.

B. R. TILLMAN.

Gresnwood Farmers Won't Increase
Acreage.

Greenwood, Special—President W,
J. Moore of the Grecawoud County
Cotton Association, who has beeucon-
ducting an anti-inercase in etton ac-
reace campaign in this county. an
nounces positively that there will be
0 inerease in ceotton acreage this
vear o far as Greenwood couniy 1s
econcerned. A vigorons eampaign has
jeen condueted for some weeks and
interest in the association work has
beon arovsed,

The Pennsylvania Rallroad’s repori
shows that its net income last year
was $38,000,000. It is going to be dif-
ficult for poiiticians to understand
why a road =0 prosperong will not in-
viie iriends to an occasional free ride,
comments the Washingion Post.

WILL BE GREAT MEETING

Programme of the Twenty-Ninth An-
nuzl State Sunday School Conven-
tich to bs Held April 10-12, 1506,
in the Presbylerian Chureh ai Pel
zer, South Carolina,

FIRST SESSION,

Tuesday Evenivg. April 10, 1906,

740 P. M. Song Serviee.

5.00 P, M. Address. President,
Rev. W. B. Gliver, Florence, & €.

850 Po M. **The Depariment of
Teacher Training.”” W. (€. Pearce,
Chicago, [, luternational Teacher
Traiuing Secretary.

9.30 P. M. Eurollment of Delegates.
Anmouncement’ of Cormitiees and
Basiness.  Adjournment.

SECOND SESSION,
Wednesday Morning, April 11, 1906,

90.00 .\, M. Quiet Halt Hours Con-
dueted by Rev. . W, Gregy, Pelzer,
S, L

9.30 A, M. Report of Nominating
Committee and Election of Oificers.

10,00 A, M. Reportss of Officers,

1. The Slaiistieai Seerewary, J. Ad-
goy Smiythe, Jr. Pelzer, S0 (L

9. The Treasurer. Reve W. 1 Her-
beit, Columbia, 8. C.

3. Superintendent of Primary De-
pariment, Mrs, M. 4. Carlisle. New-
berry. S. €.

4. Teachier Training Seeretary, K.
L. Huehes, Greenville, S, U,

5. Home Department Secvefary.

6. The Executive Commitiee. Wil
lam E. Pelham, Chairman.

11.00 A, M. Addeess by W. C
Pearce, Chicago., [ll. Subjeet, ‘“Ap-
proved Workmeu: How Secured.”

1200 AL Romund Table.  Modemn
Sunday Sebeol Methods, ,

12.30 P. M. Adjournmeni.

THIRD SESSION.
Wednesday Afternoon. April 11, 1906
2.30-2.45 P. M. Song Service.

245-3.45 P. M. Superintendents’
Conference. Leader, W. C. Pearce,
Chicago. IIL

3.45-1.30 P. M. ¢ Temperance Work
in the Twentieth Century Sunday
School.”  C. C. Featherstone, Laur-
ens, 8, C,

4.30-5.00 P. M. Round Table Talks.

3.00 P. M. Reeeption to the Dele-
gates by the Brutherbood of Andrew
and Philip, Peizer Presbyterian Chap-
ter. No. 289,

FOURTH SESSLOXN,

Wednesdav Eveuing, April 11, 1906, ;

745 P. M. Song Service.

8.00 P. M. Address, “*The New Day
Dawning for Our Bible Schools; A
Report of the Toronto Conveniiou.”’
Rev. W. K. Wilkins., Columbia, 3. C#

0.00 P, M. “*3y hapressions of the
Toronto Convention.”  Rev. Jumes
H. Thornwell, D. D.. Fert Mill, 8. C.

FIFTH SESSION,
Thursday, April 12, 1996,
4.00-9.30 A, M. Quiet Haif Hour,
Rev. (i. T. Edwards, Pelzer, B. €,
9.30-10.50 A, M. Priwary Methods.

1. Cradle Roli. Miss Grace W,
Vandiver, Bparianburg, 5. C.

2. The Bezinners, or ‘Kindergar-
tey Merbods in  Sunday Behool
Work,”" Misx Kitty T, Perrin, Green-
vilie, 8, 0,

3, Primery Depaitment Work, Mrs,
M. A. Carlisle, Newberry. 8. C.

10.30-11.00 A, M. Disenssioin

11.00 A. M. 12 M. Reverence 1u the
Sunday School. W, €. «Pares, Chi-
caoo, 1.

12 AL 1280 . M. Ronnd Table.

12.30 P. M. Adjoarnment.

SIXTH SESSIOIN.
Thursday, April 12, 190G

240 P. 3. Conference ou Heme De-
partiaent Work. '

S.00-100 P, AL
the Sunday Sehool to Gie

i..Nn .0 .:zn dm0iA2  sirluaz
Rev. 1. M. Poteat, D. 1., President
Frrman University, Greenvilie. 8. G

400 . M. Clgsine Words, Adjourn-
raent, )

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEL

Williang E. Pelham, Clniruan, New-
berry, 8. C.

Rev. T. H. Law, D. L. Spartan-
burg, S. C.

Dr. E. €. Jenes, Newpersy, S, C.

Rev. Melton Clark, Flovenea, B, (L

S, B, Ezell, Spartanbure, S0 O

Rev. W. P. Witsell, Columbia. 8. €,

Dr. George B. Cromer, Newbeiry,
S, C

Rev. J. W. Shell, Spoitanburg, 8

.
(.
Hon. J. L. ¥lierbe, Selters, 8. C.
OFFICERS.
Prosideni-—Rev. W. B. Oliver, Floi-

enee, S,
Vico-President—t. {5, Featherstoie,

Laurens, 8. C. .
Treasarer—Iitev. W. I Herbert, Co-

fumbia, 8. (.

Seerstarv-—y. Austin Hudszon.
Giveenvitle, S, U,
Sratistical Seeretarv—dJ.  Adger

Swvthe, Jr.. Pelzer. 8. C

Teacher Training Sceretary—E. L.
Huglies, Greeaville, S. (.

Primary Superintendent—Mrs, M.
A. Carlisle, Newberry, S. C.

Entertainment will be provided for
all Delecates. Notity Mr. A M.
Lauder, Pelzer, of your eoming. Rail-
road companies have eranted speeial
rates for this Convention, on cevtiii-
cate plan.  Every Swiday Sehool 33
entitled to be represented

Interesting and full  cihibits  of
Sinday  Rehool  helvs—applianess,
Beedoa, s, ehnrts,
will he made by several of dhe lvading

publishing houses.

pnd tne jue—

The Relation ofl
(‘nllege. |

i
:

GUBERNATORIAL RACE

State Senator Cole I. Blease States
His Position, as z Candidate For
Governor, on tiie Dispensary and

Other Matters.
Newberry, Special.—State Sena-
ter Cole L. Blease was seen and

Liz attention was ealled to the re-
ports publisbed in  the newspapers
thvoughout the Swate-to the effect that
e would be 1 the next gubernator-
1al eampaign. Mr. Blease was asked
tc make 2 definmite staiement i re-
gard to his candidaey, He was asked
the diveet quesiion, **Will vou be a
candidate for Uovernor ihis sum-
ey 377

“Yes, sir; I am in the race,”” he
suld, 1 have heen for some time and
expeet to be in until the finish.””

**1t appears that probably ihe lead-
Ing issue in the coming campaign will
be the liquor question: whay s yvour
position on the dispensary?’’ was
asked Mr. Blease.

1 {hink 1t very unforiunate thaf
cur people should have reached the
point where dealing with the whiskey
problem is 1o he the paranmount issue
of the Stute campaion,”” he replied;
“especiallv at this this time when
matiers commerein] and  iminstrial,
Thers sre many ihings which the peo-
ple should eonsider in cleeting their
officers hesides this one.  However,
1 1892 1 voled for the dispenszary and
I have heen from that {une and ap:
now in favor of {he dispensary sys-
tem. That is: [ am i favor of the
repeal of the Brice law., 1 am in 9a-
vor of the dispensary system for the
wnmiling of the whiskev qguestion, us
I bLelieve 1t to be the best solution.
[ think it too large a question to he
made a locul issue. 1t is a Siate 1s-
sue. and should be deeided by the
whoie people of the State in a pii-
mary election. [ have always appog-
ed submiftting it 1n a reneral elee-
tion, because that would aliow a class
of people to vote who sheuld not be
permitted te settle question between
the white Demoerats.

“Are yon in faver of the State
dispensaiv?’

“1 am, beeause 1 helieve it 1s the
best way to managze the husiness. 1f,
as some charge. it is eorrupt, how
wueh more yoown would there he for
corruption if there were 41 purchas-
ing powers instead of oue. In other
words, 1 am in favor of the State dis-
pensary mmanagement and the repeal
of the Brice law.”’

Mr. Blease was asked what  he
would do with the counties which
have alveady voied out the dispens
sary under the Brice law.

“Ttf the people of the State vote in
favor of Siate management aud the
repeal of the Brice law.”’ was his ree
ply, the General Assembly would then
pass such laws as wonld permit the
ceiblishment of dispensaries i all

feounties where there are none or for-

bid ithe establishment of dispensarics
in soeh eounties, upon certain condi-
tiona. and 1Y those eounties whiele
Dave voled out the dispensary were to
ccruply with these provisions thay
Jispensaries woeld he ve-estghlished
therein, In 1902, when [ was 4 ean-»
diadie for Lienfenspe  (overner, [
told the people all over the Stata
thiat the whiskey question was not sete
tled, although some candidates pros
elaimed from the stump in Joud tones
that it had been settled and that the
people were satisfied. T knew theun
fhat it was oot trae and that the eam-«
paign thes belny manaced in the Jorm
that it was was only to blind the dis-
pensary people. It bas come out as ¥
predieted.  The feht had then jusg
Leenn, The dispensary people wera
sleeping. The eombinetion against i
of all lie enemies was iving dorman$
for the purpose of =triking 1t its
death Biow., Just s= I thought the
thing has turaed out. and there ara
now people elain ing to be for the dis-
pensary who are hoping to get offies
nnon it. and at heart would mash the
B eur of 1 if it wore in theiv powa

matiers
mention?’’

2 .
“Ave there any  other

wieh  wonld  like 10

was asked Senaior Diease,
** e repiied. ‘I am iR
iaver of biennial sessions of the Gen-
P oam m favor of
nnder 14
vears of age Trom wworking in cotton
mills. Tam in favor of a law limiting
e hours of labor in cotton mills

**Yes, sy

eral Assembly.

taw prohibiiing entldren

to 1en Lomrs per day. and for raile

wd employes peking it not more
than ihivieza hours per day. T am in
favor of lhepal apprepriation to pro-/
vide for our Cenfrderate soldiers. [
ara in faver of liheral, buf no extra-
sagend, apprepriations for our Stato
instituaons of learnine, and in favew
of builJine up the fres school systent
so that every winte ehild in this Stata
can be glen a common school edv-
eation in comiortable and eonveneient
ceboo! bousss. T om in favor of taxed
beiG oy the white people goinz to an'l
being used only for the education o
white ehildren. T am opposed to thu
extra Court system. as it has beent
practiced within the last couple ol
vears, 1 am opposed to the extravae
..ant appropriations which in some ine
Stunees are being made by the Ger-
:ral Assembly. There are other mat-
ters which I might mention as beir 3
opposed to or heing in favor of, b d
wien they arv presented by the ace
voeates of them oy the stomp T wil
then present to the people fully w7
views npon all questions that may b2
snised in The eampaten, and rest my
candidacy upon my vecord in the Staty
Legislature and the State Senata




